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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

CABINET 

 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Thursday 26 November 2009 at 
7.00 pm  

 
PRESENT: 

 
Councillor J A Kite (Chairman) 
Councillor A R Martin (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor Mrs A D Allen 
Councillor B E Read 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
 

 
90. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor S H Brown. 
 

91. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillor Mrs A D Allen declared a personal prejudicial interest in Agenda 
Item 10, Annual Review of Service Level Agreements – 2009/10, as she is a 
trustee of Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau and a KCC appointed director of 
Groundwork Kent and Medway. 
 
Councillor J A Kite declared a personal prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 11, 
Football Foundation Award for Mini Pitches, as he is a director of Dartford 
Football Club. 
 
Councillor A R Martin declared a personal prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 
10, Annual Review of Service Level Agreements – 2009/10, as he is a director 
of Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau. 
 
Councillor A R Martin declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12, Capital 
Programme Budget Monitoring 2009/2010 – Progress and Projected Outturn, 
as a relative of his partner makes use of the Arrow Riding Centre’s facilities. 
 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow declared a personal prejudicial interest in Agenda 
Item 10, Annual Review of Service Level Agreements – 2009/10, as she is a 
trustee of Groundwork Kent and Medway. 
 

92. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22 

OCTOBER 2009  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 22 October 2009 be 
confirmed. 
 

93. URGENT ITEMS  
 
There were no urgent items. 
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94. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET ADVISORY PANEL HELD 

ON 23 NOVEMBER 2009  
 
The Cabinet received the minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 23  
November 2009 and took note of the Panel’s views throughout the meeting. 
 

95. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES  
 
There were no references from other Committees. 
 

96. CHANGE IN ORDER OF AGENDA  
 
It was proposed that the items on the Annual Review of Service Level 
Agreements and the Football Foundation Award for Mini Pitches be taken last. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the items on the Annual Review of Service Level Agreements and the 
Football Foundation Award for Mini Pitches be taken last. 
 

97. GAMBLING POLICY  
 
This report proposed an amended Gambling Policy to be adopted by the 
Authority under the Gambling Act 2005. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the positive consultation responses to the amended draft 

Gambling Policy, attached at Appendix A to the report, be noted. 
 
2. That the Draft Gambling Policy, attached at Appendix B to the report, 

be recommended to the General Assembly of the Council for adoption. 
 

98. DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY 2009 - 2012  
 
Whilst the Government Office for the South East no longer require that local 
authorities publish formal housing strategies there is an expectation that they 
set out the way they intend to deliver their strategic housing responsibilities. 
The draft Housing Strategy 2009 – 2012 sets out the Council’s priorities over 
the next three years and includes an action plan with specific targets to be 
achieved. 
 
Members noted the debate and comments that had been made by the 
Advisory Panel and welcomed the cross party support for the Strategy. The 
Strategic Director said that the Strategy would now enter a phase of wider 
consultation before being returned to the General Assembly of the Council for 
adoption. 
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Members wished to echo the thanks given by the Advisory Panel to those 
involved in the production of the Strategy noting the positive contributions 
made, and guidance given, by officers throughout the authority. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the draft Housing Strategy, attached at Appendix A to the report, 

be approved for wider consultation purposes. 
 
2. That, following consultation, the draft Housing Strategy 2009 – 2012 be 

referred to the General Assembly of the Council for adoption, 
incorporating such amendments as are deemed necessary in light of 
the consultation responses. 

 
3. That Ms Pye, Housing Policy Manager, and all others involved in the 

production of the Housing Strategy be thanked for producing such a 
comprehensive and well structured document. 

 
99. SHORT TERM LEASING FOR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION UPDATE  

 
This report provided an update on the Dartford Private short term Leasing 
Scheme (DPLS), which enables privately owned properties to be leased by 
the Council for up to 2 years to be used as temporary accommodation with 
the properties helping the Council to deliver its statutory homeless duty, in a 
more cost effective way. The report asked Members to approve an increase to 
the time frame of future leases from the current 2 years, which had previously 
been approved by Cabinet on 13 December 2007, to 5 years. 
 
The Strategic Director described the success of the scheme and highlighted 
the Council’s associated dramatic reduction in temporary accommodation 
overspend. She said that the scheme had also been beneficial for landlords 
and that an increase in leasing time to 5 years would reduce the current 
administrative load and hopefully attract additional landlords to the scheme. 
 
Members discussed other possible ways of the reducing the financial impact 
of temporary accommodation suggesting that parts of houses or rooms could 
be used in a similar way. The Strategic Director said that leasing would not be 
an option in such situations but agreed to investigate whether the Council 
might be able to provide the means to match those with spare living 
accommodation to those with needs. The Managing Director said that 
measures would have to be put in place to protect vulnerable people and 
children if such a scheme were to be considered. 
 
In response to a question the Strategic Director confirmed that the Council 
paid for any maintenance costs during the life of a lease and were obliged to 
return the property to the landlord in the same condition as at the start of the 
lease, but added that the cost of this had been factored into the scheme. 
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 RESOLVED: 
  
That the Strategic Director be authorised to enter into 5 year leases of 
privately owned properties on the terms set out in this report and on such 
other terms as the Strategic Director may agree in consultation with the Head 
of Legal Services.  
 

100. CAPITAL PROGRAMME BUDGET MONITORING 2009/2010 - PROGRESS 

AND PROJECTED OUTTURN  
 
This report informed Members of the progress on the Council’s Capital 
Programme, and the latest position on the available Capital Resources, for 
the 2009/10 financial year. It also advised Members of the probable outturn 
for 2009/10 of the projects included in the Capital Programme. 
 
Members noted that the grant to Dartford Cricket Club had still to be released 
and questioned whether this funding should remain available. The Head of 
Finance and Resources said that he would consult with the Sports 
Development Officer and advise Members of the current status of the 
associated project. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the progress of the projects and the projected outturn of the 

Capital Programme for 2009/10 be noted. 
 
2. That the estimated Capital Resources available for 2009/10 and to be 

carried forward to future years be noted. 
 

101. REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10 - PROJECTED OUTTURN  
 
This report notified Members of the Projected Outturn on the General Fund 
and the Housing Revenue Account with the reasons for significant variances. 
 
The Head of Finance and Resources drew Members attention to a 
typographical error in paragraph 3.5 of the report where the word ‘to’ should 
be replaced by ‘from’ so that the sentence now reads: ‘However, Finance 
Officers believe that net expenditure will be lower than the projection and that 
it will be close to the original budget and that a contribution from balances of 
around £200,000 is more likely.’ 
 
Members noted the anticipated underspend of £35,000 for Democratic 
Representation and thought that this saving would be good to publicise given 
the public’s current focus on Member related expenditures. 
 
In response to a query on Concessionary Fares the Head of Finance and 
Resources said that until the results of the various ongoing appeals and 
judicial reviews were known the associated financial impacts for the Council 
could not be accurately predicted. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
That the projected outturn position for the General Fund and the Housing 
Revenue Account be noted. 
 

102. MEETING OF THE DARTFORD ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN 

COUNCILS HELD ON 6 OCTOBER 2009  
 
This report presented the notes of the meeting of the Dartford Association of 
Parish and Town Councils held on 6 October 2009. 
 
Members noted the growing value of this forum, which was enabling 
participants to discuss and address issues of concern as a group. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the notes of the meeting of the Dartford Association of Parish and Town 
Councils, held on 6 October 2009, be noted. 
 

103. ANNUAL REVIEW OF SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS - 2009/10  
 
This report presented assessments of the performance of the following 
Council funded organisations: Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), 
Groundwork Kent and Medway, and Dartford Symphony Orchestra, against 
the requirements of their respective Service Level Agreements during 
2009/10. 
 
Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
Having declared personal prejudicial interests Councillors Mrs Allen and 
Martin left the room and took no part in the debate or decision relating to the 
SLA with Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau. 
 
Members noted the comments made by the Advisory Panel in relation to 
Dartford CAB’s request for a 40% increase in their current funding levels but 
said that their current grant already covered the services defined in the SLA 
and that it should only need to be increased if additional levels of service were 
required. 
 
The Managing Director said that it was unusual for a local authority to grant 
100% funding to a CAB and that this was not the case for neighbouring 
authorities. Members thought that Dartford CAB should investigate alternative 
funding sources in order to build financial resilience, as had been suggested 
during the last SLA review cycle. 
 
Members fully recognised the good work that was being carried out by 
Dartford CAB during this time of economic uncertainty and also noted the fact 
that there had been significant improvement in performance which, following 
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assessment, had resulted in Dartford’s CAB being placed in the top quartile 
nationally. 
 
Members hoped that as the economy continued to improve then the demand 
on CAB services would reduce. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the performance of Dartford Citizens Advice Bureau against the 
requirements of their Service Level Agreement, as detailed in Appendix A to 
the report, be noted. 
 
Groundwork Kent and Medway 
 
Having declared personal prejudicial interests Councillors Mrs Allen and Mrs 
Thurlow left the room and took no part in the debate or decision relating to the 
SLA with Groundwork Kent and Medway. 
 
Members considered the work that had been carried out by Groundwork Kent 
and Medway and thought that the projects that had been delivered gave a 
good level of return for the £14,000 that had been granted. 
 
Members were however concerned that Groundwork Kent and Medway might 
be diverging into unassociated areas and had seemed somewhat disengaged. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the performance of Groundwork Kent and Medway against the 
requirements of their Service Level Agreement, as detailed in Appendix B to 
the report, be noted. 
 
Dartford Symphony Orchestra 
 
All Members were present during the debate on the SLA with the Dartford 
Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Members noted the good service that had been provided by the Orchestra 
who had addressed all the requirements of their SLA. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the performance of the Dartford Symphony Orchestra against the 

requirements of their Service Level Agreement, as detailed in Appendix 
C to the report, be noted. 

 
2. That a further report be received recommending SLAs for 2010/11 

following the setting of the budget for 2010/11. 
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104. FOOTBALL FOUNDATION AWARD FOR MINI PITCHES  
 
Having declared a personal prejudicial interest Councillors Kite left the room 
and took no part in the debate or decision relating to this item. Councillor A R 
Martin took the chair. 
 
The Council had been provisionally awarded £153,057 from the Football 
Foundation as a contribution to the cost of developing two floodlit 3rd 
generation artificial grass pitches within the site of Princes Park. This report 
outlined the proposed works, funding arrangements and proposals to manage 
the operation of the mini pitches. 
 
Members commented on the demand that existed for the existing facilities and 
welcomed these proposed improvements. 
 
The Managing Director drew Members’ attention to a potential budgetary 
deficit, due to the grant being £30,000 less than anticipated, but thought this 
to be a marvellous opportunity to further develop the Princes Park site. He 
also confirmed that the Council would remain responsible for the new pitches. 
 
In response to a question the Managing Director said that the concerns that 
Members had in relation to the promotion of the new facilities would be 
addressed in the associated adjusted lease arrangements with Dartford 
Football Club. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the works proposed to be funded by the Football Foundation as 

outlined in the report be noted. 
 
2. That the conditions in the funding offer letter be accepted and that the 

Regeneration Director be granted delegated authority with the Football 
Foundation.  

 
3. That a Service Level Agreement between the Council and Dartford 

Football Club for the management and maintenance of the mini pitches 
be authorised, with details to be approved by the Regeneration Director 
in consultation with the relevant Portfolio Holder. 

 
4. That the delivery of the Football Delivery Plan be authorised with 

details to be approved by the Regeneration Director, in consultation 
with the relevant Portfolio Holder. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.45 pm 

 

  
 
 

Councillor J A Kite 
CHAIRMAN 


